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Cavalier Treatment a columnThe 
Y e a rs  in  B ro c e lia n d e
Lee Speth
A p e r s o n a l colum n t h i s  t i n e ,  a d ig r e s s io n  
fro m  th e  r ig o ro u s  o b je c t i v i ty  t h a t  u s u a lly  
g o v e rn s  th e s e  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  B ut I  r e c e n t ly  chanced  
on th e  M y th p rin t from  J a n u a ry , 1 9 7 2 , and  fo u n d  an  
ite m  o f  r e t r o s p e c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  B ran ch  A c tiv i ty  
C a le n d a r . Tha an n o u n cem en t, p r e t t y  much l i k e  a th o u ­
sa n d  M y th p rin t ru n s  and  h a s  ru n  o v e r th e  y e a r s , sa y s  
o n ly : ......... ..
THE HOLLYWOOD-WILSHIRE BRANCH 
My d g ard  
Ja n u a ry  1 5 th
T o p ic : THAT HIDEOUS STRENGTH by C .S . 
L ew is
L o c a tio n : The home o f  J u l i a  M endoza,
2719 H o lly r id g e  D r .,  L os A n g e le s . 
P h . (2 1 3 ) 4 6 4 -0 6 4 6 .
F o r me th e s e  a r e  w ords o f  e v o c a tio n , f o r  th a t  
w as my f i r s t  m e e tin g  and  th e y  s ig n i f y  t h a t  I  have 
b e e n  in  th e  H y th o p o e ic  S o c ie ty  now f o r  te n  y e a r s .
I  r e g a rd  t h i s  im p ro b a b le  s t a t i s t i c  w ith  a f f e c ­
t io n a te  good hum or. I  sa y  im p ro b a b le , b e c a u s e  th e r e  
i s ,  s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  re a s o n  why t h i s  
S o c ie ty , am ong a l l  o th e r s ,  sh o u ld  hav e g r ip p e d  me 
so  a d h e s iv e ly . I  re m a in  a d e v o te e  o f  th e  th r e e  
a u th o r s , b u t th e y  a r e n 't  th e  th r e e  a u th o rs  in  my 
l i f e .  I  h av e  b ee n  b le s s e d  w ith  num erous f r ie n d s  
o u ts id e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . Y et h e re  I  am.
I  w e n t, i n  t h a t  lo n g  ago  w in te r  o f  ' 7 2 , to  
k eep  a f r ie n d  com pany and  to  t r y  so m e th in g  new . I n  
th e  c l a s s i c a l  and  a p p ro v e d  m anner o f  th o s e  who l i t t ' l e  
s u s p e c t , I  l i t t l e  s u s p e c te d  t h a t  I  w as to  b e  i n i t i a ­
te d  t h a t  e v e n in g  in to  a s e r i e s  o f  enm eshm ents t h a t  
w ould  make me m o d e ra to r o f  th e  g ro u p  I  w as v i s i t i n g ,  
g iv e  me a n  a c tu a l ,  r e g u la r  m ag azin e co lum n, and make 
m e, m o st r e c e n t ly ,  C hairm an o f  th e  B oard  o f  th e  w hole 
sh e b a n g .
I  cam e to  M ydgard a s  m ost p e o p le , I  s u s p e c t, 
come to  o u r g ro u p s ; a f r ie n d  had  a f r ie n d  th e r e  and 
knew so m e th in g  o f  my r e a d in g . T h e re  a r e  w a tc h e rs  a t  
th e  g a te s  o f  th e  P e r i lo u s  R ealm s and  I  s t i l l  remem­
b e r  t h a t  a p r e t t y  b lo n d e  la d y  w ith  a c r o s s  a b o u t 
h e r  n e c k  show ed b e f o r e  u s  l i k e  an  a p p a r i t io n  and 
s a id ,  " H e llo , my nam e i s  G ra c ia . F ay E llw o o d ."  I t  
w as some m on ths b e f o r e  I  c o n n e c te d  t h a t  la d y  w ith  a 
book  a b o u t T o lk ie n  t h a t  I ’d se e n  in  th e  s t o r e s .
An e n e r g e tic  g e n tle m a n , B e m ie  Z u b e r, show ed 
s l i d e s  o f  so m e th in g  c a l le d  M ythcon and  som eone c a lle d  
G le n . B ut I  knew who G len  w as, f o r  t h i s  id e n t i c a l  
G len  G oodK night and  I  h a i le d  from  th e  sam e sc h o o l and 
I  had  s e e n , w ith  i n t e r e s t  and  some d e g re e  o f  en v y , “ 
h i s  h o a rd  o f  T o lk ie n , L ew is and  W illia m s  d is p la y e d  
in  th e  c o l le g e  l i b r a r y ,  r e c ip ie n t  o f  a  to p  c o l le c ­
t io n s  p r i z e  i n  1967- We w ere e v e n tu a lly  to  m eet a t  
th e  ’7 2  M ythcon .
D is c u s s io n  le a d e r  w as o u r h o s t e s s 's  b r o th e r ,  
th e  f r ie n d  o f  a  f r ie n d  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , now adays 
s im p ly  a  f r i e n d .  M r. D a le  Z ie g le r ,  a fo u n d in g  mem­
b e r  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , le d  th e  d is c u s s io n  w ith  i n t e l ­
lig e n c e  and  a  c l e a r ,  t h e a t r i c a l l y - t r a i n e d  v o ic e .
I t  i s  i r o n ic  t h a t  I  am m o d e ra to r now , f o r  h e  s tr u c k  
me a s  i r r e p la c e a b le .
The l a s t  d e c a d e , so  f a r  a s  th e  S o c ie ty  i s  con­
c e rn e d  , i s  a  l a r g e ly  e n jo y a b le  f e s t i v a l  o f  p e o p le  
and  b o o k s i n  my m em ory, o f  m e e tin g s  and  M y th co n s, 
m a g a z in e s and  m a ilin g  s e s s io n s .  A rc h a ic  and  p i c t u r ­
e sq u e  co stu m es p a s s  th ro u g h  h o te l  lo b b ie s  i n  my
r e c o l l e c t io n s ;  f an ta s y  a r t  by Tim K irk , B onn ie 
G oodK night and o th e r  c e r t i f i a b l e  m a s te rs  b e je w e l 
th e  c o n v e n tio n  show room s. And th e  t a l k  g o es on f o r ­
e v e r  -  w h ich  i s  a s  i t  sh o u ld  b e , f o r  I  d o n 't  w ant 
i t  to  s to p . T a lk  a b o u t books and t a l k  a b o u t th e  
th in k in g  and d ream in g  b e h in d  b o o k s and t a l k ,  when 
we f e e l  l i k e  i t ,  a b o u t a n y th in g  th a t  com es to  m ind . 
F o r te n  y e a r s  I  hav e communed (an d  g e n ia l ly  s p a r re d )  
w ith  M ydgard and f in d  m y se lf  in c o m p a ra b ly  th e  r i c h e r .
I 'm  n o t s u re  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  th in g s  s a id  o f  
th e  S o c ie ty  w ould a p p ly  in  my c a s e . I t  h a s  n o t ,  f o r  
in s ta n c e , b ro u g h t me in to  c o n ta c t w ith  much new 
r e a d in g ; i t ' s  a r a r e  o c c u re n c e  f o r  a d is c u s s io n  
to p ic  to  b e  p ic k e d  th a t  I  h a v e n 't  a lre a d y  r e a d . An 
a r t i c l e  o r  re v ie w  in  M y th lo re  and M y th p rin t may 
ro u s e  up my i n t e r e s t  in  some s u b je c t  o r  t r a i n  o f  
th o u g h t, som etim es th e y  s t i r  me to  c o n te n tio n , b u t 
on th e  w ho le th e y  b r in g  l i t t l e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  new in to  
my l i f e .  T h is  i s  n o t b e c a u se  I  am a m ira c le  o f  s e l f -  
s u f f ic ie n c y  o r  com pendium  o f  a l l  th o u g h t, b u t b e c a u se  
I  came to  th e  S o c ie ty  a s  a v e te r a n  f a n ta s y  r e a d e r  
and m ust n e e d s  f in d  m y se lf  c o v e r in g  a l o t  o f  o ld  
g ro u n d . No o b je c tio n s  th o u g h ; I  l i k e  o ld  g ro u n d .
O ver th e  y e a r s , th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  b e e n  so m e th in g  
o f  a P r o te u s , c o n s ta n t ly  r e a l ig n in g  and c h a n g in g  
sh a p e . A t p r e s e n t ,  e v e ry th in g  in  th e - S o c ie ty  g o es by 
th r e e s  and I  l i k e  t h a t .  T h ere  a r e  th r e e  a u th o r s , th e  
S o c ie ty  i t s e l f  h a s  th r e e  a s p e c ts  ( p u b l ic a t io n s ,  th e  
d is c u s s io n  g ro u p s , M y th co n ), we have th r e e  p e r io d ­
i c a l s ,  and  th e  o f f i c e r s  s e rv e  th r e e —y e a r  te rm s .
L o g g in g  o rd e r s  and  s e n d in g  ch e ck s in to  th e  
T re a s u re r  -  a jo b  t h a t  came my way in  7 9 -  I h av e 
a s o r t  o f  a b s t r a c t  o v erv iew  o f  th e  g ro w th  and  geo­
g r a p h ic a l b re a d th  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . B ut no a b s tr a c t io n s
a r e  w o rth  th e  t r o u b l e  I  t a k e .  I  l i k e  th e  p e o p le .
Of th e  tw o f r ie n d s  who w ent w ith  me to  th a t  
M ydgard m e e tin g  te n  y e a r s  s in c e , one h a s  p a s se d  away 
in  a p a t h e t i c  c r i s i s  and  th e  o th e r ,  n o w adays, h a s  
fo u n d  m ore s ig n i f i c a n t  p u r s u i t s  th a n  h a n g in g  a ro u n d  
w ith  a  m ere S p e th . B ut in  ex ch an g e ( i f  one may sp e ak  
h e re  o f  ex ch an g e ) I  can  s a lu te  so  many who hav e 
s h a re d  M y th p o e ia  w ith  me -  D ale and G ra c ia  F ay and 
B e rn ie  who w ere a t  t h a t  f i r s t  m e e tin g , J u l i e  gone 
up n o r th  and H elen  B a u tis ta  and D ave H u lan  w h erev e r 
you a r e .  A to a s t  to  my fe llo w  S te w a rd s : L is a  Cowan, 
t h a t  c h e e r f u l ,  e n e r g e t ic ,  in d is p e n s a b le  fa c to tu m ; 
th e  e a r n e s t  and lo n g -e n d u r in g  G le n , g iv in g  h im s e lf  
u n s t i n t in g ly  to  h i s  id e a ls  s in c e  b e fo re  my tim e ; th e  
m a n y -fa c e te d  D avid  B ratm an  and th a t  m ira c le  o f  ju d i ­
c io u s n e s s  G eorge C o lv in ; r e l i a b l e  G a il an d  e v e r -  
s t im u la tin g  V e id a ; and  C h r is t in e  L o w e n tro u t, w hose 
ju dgm en t and  s h e e r  human g o o d n ess I  have o n ly  begun  
to  a p p r e c ia te .
I  im pose upon  o u r r e a d e r s  to  s a lu te  a ls o  my 
fe llo w  M y d g ard e rs: G inny and G ary and S te v e  and C a ro l 
and  C a ro l and Rob and  M a rg a re t. And a h u llo  to  a l l  
S o c ie ty  a c q u a in ta n c e s  and  c o r re s p o n d e n ts , b o th  th o s e  
whom I  h e re  name -  Ju d y  and F re d  W illia m s , Bob Cowan, 
L is a  H a r r ig a n , D o ris  R o b in , D ave L e n a n d e r, M ary M or- 
m an, th e  t r i b e  fro m  G rey H avens whom I  m et t h i s  sum­
m er, M ary S to lz e n b a c h , L au ra  R u sk in  and  B a rb a ra  
T e n n iso n  - ' and th o s e  f o r  whom t h e r e 's  no room  h e r e .
And a s p e c ia l  sa laa m  to  D o lo re s , who h a s  
s h a re d  th e  f a n ta s y  w ith  me f o r  so  many y e a r s  -  to  h e r  
e s p e c ia l l y ,  lo v e , m ir th  and s o c ia l  jo y .
H e r e 's  to  th e  n e x t te n !
